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Seafood Processing CareersSeafood Processing Careers
AtAt--Sea Sea 

AtAt--sea  sea  
processing processing 
operations operations 

“Head and gut” “Head and gut” 
fresh frozen fresh frozen 
operations         operations         
atat--seasea



What’s in it for me?What’s in it for me?

Learn skills, travelLearn skills, travel
Earn and save $, paid a % of catchEarn and save $, paid a % of catch
Great food, R&B transport may be paid Great food, R&B transport may be paid 
if complete contract.if complete contract.
Opportunities to advance in companyOpportunities to advance in company
Physical jobPhysical job
Work with people from all over the worldWork with people from all over the world



An atAn at--sea processor should:sea processor should:
Be a team playerBe a team player
Like people of all Like people of all 
culturescultures
Not be prone to Not be prone to 
seasicknessseasickness
Be healthy, physically fitBe healthy, physically fit
Like to see results of Like to see results of 
workworkQuality Control Technician



Precautions processing atPrecautions processing at--seasea
Get a written contract! (Generally 3 to 4 Get a written contract! (Generally 3 to 4 
months)months)
Make sure company has good reputationMake sure company has good reputation
Prepare for homesicknessPrepare for homesickness
Must complete work contractMust complete work contract
Be medically healthy, pass preBe medically healthy, pass pre--hire physical hire physical 
and drug screenand drug screen
Work long hours in wet, cold environmentWork long hours in wet, cold environment
Able to lift 50 poundsAble to lift 50 pounds
Endure zero tolerance work environmentEndure zero tolerance work environment
Recognize no fishRecognize no fish--no work, no workno work, no work--no payno pay



Factory Vessel OrganizationFactory Vessel Organization

Refrigeration
Engineer

Engineering Department
Chief Engineer

Factory Department
Factory Manager

Galley Department
Chief Steward

Bridge Department
Captain



Factory Vessel Organization Factory Vessel Organization –– BridgeBridge**

Purser

Deckhands

Deck Bosun

Fishmaster/Fishmate

Bridge Department
Captain



DeckhandsDeckhands *At*At--Sea ProcessorSea Processor



Factory Vessel Organization Factory Vessel Organization ––
EngineeringEngineering**

Oiler Refrigeration
Engineer

Assistant Engineers Electrician

Engineering Department
Chief Engineer

Captain



Factory Vessel Organization Factory Vessel Organization –– GalleyGalley**

Galley Assistant

Cook Housekeeper

Galley Department
Chief Steward

Captain



Factory Vessel Organization Factory Vessel Organization –– FactoryFactory**

Processing Staff

Factory Forepersons

Baader Technicians

Assistant Fact. Tech.

Factory Technicians Surimi Staff Fishmeal Technicians

Factory Department
Factory Manager

Captain



Production Production 
Production LineProduction Line**
Egg/Roe ProcessingEgg/Roe Processing**
Freezer/Cold StorageFreezer/Cold Storage**
Surimi ProductionSurimi Production**
Quality ControlQuality Control**
SanitationSanitation**
OffloadingOffloading**
Lead or SupervisorLead or Supervisor**
Safety ManagerSafety Manager**Packer position on 

catcher/processor



Educational OpportunitiesEducational Opportunities
Vocational Credit CoursesVocational Credit Courses

ProcessorProcessor
Quality ControlQuality Control
Roe or Surimi TechnicianRoe or Surimi Technician
Fisheries TechnologyFisheries Technology



ResourcesResources

Seafood Employment Website, Seafood Employment Website, Seafood Seafood 
JobsJobs

•What you need to know about seafood processing

•Current job openings

•Downloadable application

•Links to seafood employers









Special Thanks to the following organizations for Special Thanks to the following organizations for 
use of their photographs and graphics:use of their photographs and graphics:

Alaska Seafood Marketing InstituteAlaska Seafood Marketing Institute
American Seafoods CompanyAmerican Seafoods Company
AtAt--Sea Processors AssociationSea Processors Association

AKDOL Seafood Employment UnitAKDOL Seafood Employment Unit
Alaska Department of Fish and GameAlaska Department of Fish and Game

This presentation is a product of the Seafood Employment Program, Alaska State 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development. Spring 2004

For more information on careers in the seafood industry, For more information on careers in the seafood industry, 
contact your nearest Alaska Job Center.contact your nearest Alaska Job Center.

www.jobs.state.ak.uawww.jobs.state.ak.ua “Seafood Jobs”“Seafood Jobs”


